Sage-Grouse Breeding Lek Ahead

SAGE GROUSE
{Comirocereus urophasion;

Sage Grouse Breeding Lek Ahead

Sage-grouse gather avary April et tradtiona) breading sites oalled “aks.” Thia (ek bove Reservalr
Craek has haan regulary oisarved slnce 1861, but has prokably heen achive much langer.

8age-grouse gaiher evary Aprl at{racitional breeding siles callod "loks." This lek above Ressrvolr
Oraek has hegn regulery observad sinae 1881, but has prohably been aotive much langer.

By ohserving carefullyfrom your veiele youwil sea the lerge biack-and-whila males dlsrlaylng
{helr finass tovisiting femalos by dofending tatritaries near tfie centor of the lek with aalle
posturing and brief fights, Lekis are most acive atdawn,

After brocding, fomales fay and incubata 58 eggs In @ ground nost for 26 doys, and guide thelr
young Lo safa foeding areas throughout the spring and summer.

Individual sage-grouss may use hundreds of square miles of habitat annually, Theyneed healthy
sagebrush for food, shelter, and thelr continued survival,

Ploasa dlm your ights and perk at the deglgnated location ahead, To minimize disturhance remaln
qulet, do notJeave your vehicls, and oo ot attempt to eppronch birds clonsr for photographs.

Slgn saurtasy of FWP, BLM and the Dfilon Lesal Warking @roup far Bage-Arousn.

By observing oarafully fram your vehlola youwil sag tha arge black-and-white males displaying
their ilness to vislting famales by defencing tareitorios near the canter of the lok with calls,
posturing and brief fights, Leks are most active atdawn,

Aftartreeding, femeles lay and inoubale 58 eggs Ina ground nest for 26 days, and guide thelr
yourg to safe feeding areas throughout the spring and sumiter

|nividuat sage-grouse may use hundreds of square miles of habitat ennwally. They need heallhy
sagebrush for food, shelter, and thelr continued survivel,

>~ Pleasodim your ighls and park st the designated location shead, Tominimize distutbance reman
. qulet,donotteave your vehicle, and do o altempt Lo npproach kirds closer for philographis,

8Ign cauriasy of FWF, BLM and tha Diflon Local Working Group for Sngnedrouge.

2 samples or possible signs depicting Sage-Grouse
breeding leks.

| would recommend a 4'x8' sign on 5/8" mdo signboard,
primed, painted with 1-Shot lettering enamels. The
colored image would be exterior high performance

vinyl. The black-white sage-grouse image would be hand
painted with enamels.

All lettering & information would be computer-cut vinyl.

All edges would be 1 1/4" solid wood, offset to enclose a
sheet of 1/4" clear plexiglass. Edges between wooden
frame & plexiglass would be sealed with clear silicon, which
should eliminate moisture,

Price does hot cover posts, or other means of display, only
the costs of the sign itself & plexiglass. Ready for display.

Colored photo sign: $800.

Black image: $725.

D.J's SIGNS, 1455 Hwy. 91 S,, Dillon, MT, 59725 (406)683-4745
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Sage-grouse gather every April at traditional breeding sites called "leks." This lek above Reservoir
Creek has been regulary observed since 1961, but has probably been active much longer.

By observing carefully from your vehicle you will see the large black-and-white males displaying
their fitness to visiting females by defending territories near the center of the lek with calls,
posturing and brief fights. Leks are most active at dawn.

After breeding, females lay and incubate 5-8 eggs in a ground nest for 26 days, and guide their
young to safe feeding areas throughout the spring and summer.

Individual sage-grouse may use hundreds of square miles of habitat annually. They need healthy
sagebrush for food, shelter, and their continued survival.

. Please dim your lights and park at the designated location ahead. To minimize disturbance remain
quiet, do not leave your vehicle, and do not attempt to approach birds closer for photographs.
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Sign courtesy of FWP, LM and the Dillon Local Working Graup for Sage-Grouse.




SAGE GROUSE
(Centrocercus urophasianus)

OTHER NAMES: Sage hen, sage cock, sago
chicken. CHARACTERISTICS: The largest of
Montana's grouse. Both sexes have relalively
fong, pointed talls, feathered legs, and mottlod
gray-brovm, buff, and black plumage. Malss

have a blackish brown throat patch and an In-. .
canspicuaus yellow eye comb. Bath sexes have -

blackish bellies which contrast shamply with
white undar-wing covorts when the hirds are Irt
flight, Females appear to dip from side to side
while flying. Adult males rdnge from 26-30 in-
ches In fongth and 4-7 Ibs, in wolght; adult®
females range from 18-23 Inches in longth and
2.6-3.5 Ibs, In welght, HABITAT: Sagebrush,
SIMILAR SPECIES: A female pheasant can
possibly be canfused with a female or young
male sage grouss. Female pheasants, howaver,
have a brown belly and bare legs, while fomale
sage grousp have have a black bolly paich and
fonthored legs. STATUS: Native 10 Montana.
Fall huating season, both sexes.
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